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Actual View Seen From the Peru Trip  

(This photo was taken by Post advisor Peter, three months ago, and is NOT from a plane) 

Next meeting: Monday, December 11th 2017 
7:00 PM, Lincoln High School 

The meeting will be in the cafeteria once again 
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Important Upcoming Trips 

Peru Info 

Students must have completed four mountain climbs before the July departure 
date. All students are eligible for the trip, and may use climbs yet-to-be-completed 
to qualify. The cost for the 18 day trip including all land costs, (except some meals 
in Huaraz) is $1995. Air flights will be arranged by the Post, but families may use 
accumulated “miles”, or purchase tickets on their own. The current flight cost to 
Lima on those dates ranges from $650-950 depending on the airline. LAST 
CHANCE for interested students should send an email to Peter Green at 
peterfgreen@comcast.net. 
 
Pinnacles Party 
Does your winter break need a little 
sprucing up? Join 29 other students going 
down to Pinnacles at the beginning of 
this winter break, from December 
16th-21st. With such a large group, how 
could you not have fun? Trip price is 
$245 

Picture: Ian Hennebery, current advisor 
climbing on the Pinnacles trip in 2008 

How the Summer Climbs Work

Are you wondering how you get on one or more of the great climbs we will be 
offering this summer?  The process is fairly simple, but understanding how it 
works will help.
 
At the end of February all the advisors meet to plan out the climbs and 
backpacking trips they will be offering for the spring and summer. The Climbing 
Colonel, Marcell Simon, will prepare a multi-page color catalogue of the climb 
offerings (usually 16-24 in total) and present it at the March Post meeting. Post 
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members will take the catalogue home and discuss options with their families. An 
on-line sign up system will allow students to select their trips for the summer, 
which they will list in priority order. We expect that each student will be able to get 
on at least two trips, ideally more (depending on the number of requests, of 
course). By the April meeting, Marcell will announce who is on which trips! At 
that point, students will send in their payments (the total of gas cost plus camping 
fees). Once those payments are received, you are on the trip!

Things To Know 

Past Fundraiser 
Last weekend’s fundraiser made $627, obliterating the past fundraiser record of 
$500! We were on NW 23rd, sitting in the sun, laughing, talking to people, and 
gathering in wads of American cash. If you run into anyone from the fundraiser, 
maybe ask for their autograph, or their life story.  

Speaker of the Month  
Climate change is most evident is in the mountains we love. Glacial recession has 
altered the experience of climbing for all of us. This month we have invited Bill 
Bradbury, a noted expert on climate change to speak. Bill Bradbury, is a former 
Secretary of State in Oregon and Senate President. Bill currently serves as one of 
Oregon’s two representatives to the Northwest Power and Conservation Council, 
which focuses on energy and the environment in the Columbia River Basin. During 
his presentation, he will speak about climate change, and its particular effects on 
the Northwest. 

Fred Beckey Spoke for the Post—Twice! 

Fred Beckey, the icon, the legend, and the most prolific climber in the history of 
American climbing, was hosted twice by the Post for slide presentations he gave 
for the Portland community. Fred passed away at the end of October, age 94, after 
climbing non-stop since he was a teenager. He started his career in the North 
Cascades of Washington, climbing a peak in the Picket Range that had been called 
“unclimbable.”  He was 16.   
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The Post brought Fred to speak after 
he published his most recent book on 
his favorite 50 North American climbs. 
Many Post members and advisors were 
in the audience of close to 200 people 
that night. 

Above: 
Gordon Hickey, veteran Post advisor, talks with Fred 
about the best bidding strategy in Climber’s Bridge. 

Left: Fred wrote the original climbing guide to the 
Cascades and Olympics. Pictured here is Gordon’s copy 
of the rare  guide. Gordon had been climbing many years 
with no information on the climbs before it was published 
in 1949. 

Upcoming Events 

Snow Shoe Trip 

The upcoming meeting is the last before the snowshoe trip! Anyone who is 
considering coming up with an excuse to skip it because they have doubts about 
how fun it will be should seriously reconsider, if anything for the sake of your 
integrity. This trip is a convenient chance for you to enjoy the fresh snow of Mt. 
Hood, and become friends with many of the wonderful people that you have yet to 
meet in our organization. Mark your calendars for the 6th and 7th (first weekend) 
of January!  Details about the trip will be provided at the December meeting. 

Hike of the Month 

The Hike of the month will be Bells Mountain, Washington in late December 
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Fundraiser 
It is fitting that our December fundraiser will be another bake sale, after all our 
success! 

Who: The next All-American bake sale squad 
What: Selling your baked goods 
Where: Planet Granite, 1405 NW 14th Ave, Portland, OR, 97209 
When: 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Why: A chance to set a bake sale record, fulfill your fundraiser requirement, and to 
hang out with some Post people! Current trends suggest the next group will set a 
new record, and forever be remembered for their glory. 

Service 
For the December service project, Post is partnering with Forest Park Conservancy 
to rake trails in Forest Park. Clearing the trails is important coming into these 
winter months before the rain and snow (!!) makes the trails slippery. FPC is 
providing tools and snacks, so bring yourself and your layers! The date is set to 
Saturday, December 9th, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Note that this is before the 
December meeting. 

In the News 
Mountain Guides Face Climate Change Head On 

By Rachel Marusak Hermann (Source: http://www.swissinfo.ch) 
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Rising temperatures, melting glaciers and thawing permafrost: the Swiss Alps are hard hit 
by the changing climate. A fact of life for the people who work there, mountain guides are 
doing what they can to adapt to the evolving environment. 

When mountain guide Walter von Ballmoos led a small group south of the Swiss border via the 
Maloja Pass to reach a hut in Bergell, Italy, everything went according to plan. It was on the way 
back that he experienced the shock of his career. 

In Italy, he picked up a new group to lead back along the same route - or so he thought. Just one 
week later, it had drastically changed. 

“A 100-metre long section of ice that I had just walked across was practically gone. I don’t even 
want to think about what would have happened if we had been on that slab when it started to 
slide. There are some things you just can’t prepare for,” he said. 

Before a mountain guide takes on a tour, he gets as much information as he can on the ice, snow 
and rock conditions. However, as melting glaciers are rapidly changing alpine terrain and 
thawing permafrost is weakening rock-solid mountain faces, climate change is making the 
environment harder to navigate and increasingly dangerous. 

Greater difficulty 

Bruno Hasler, director of training at the Swiss Alpine Club, has been a mountain guide for the 
past 20 years. He says that the effects of climate change can be seen everywhere in the alps. One 
example that he finds particularly impressive is along the Biancograt, a famous ridge on the Piz 
Bernina in the eastern Alps. 

“My father used to take me there when I was a kid. Back then, it was completely snow-covered 
and we would just walk across. Now, there is this huge peak that you have to traverse across the 
side. It’s at least 20 or 30 metres over and definitely only accessible for experienced climbers,” 
Hasler told swissinfo.ch. 

A number of accidents have been recorded along this famous ridge. Nonetheless, it remains a 
highly sought-after route. In order to improve accessibility, a short section of “via ferrata” was 
installed to help climbers make it across. 

These man-made installations of cables, ladders and bridges are becoming commonplace in the 
Swiss Alps to conserve popular mountain routes as the changing terrain makes access 
increasingly difficult. 
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Widespread retreat 

Another example can be seen at Konkordiaplatz, the source of the Aletsch glacier, the largest in 
the Alps. In 1877, a mountain hut was built just above the glacier to lodge traversing alpinists. In 
order to get to the hut today, people have to climb 467 steps (and counting). About one metre of 
steps has to be added to the massive steel staircase every year to account for the shrinking 
glacier. 

According to Andreas Bauder, senior researcher in the section of glaciology at the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ), there’s no end in sight to this changing alpine 
environment. “By the end of this century, mountaineers will most likely have to reach at least 
3,000 metres before they will encounter a glacier,” he said. 
“It’s a dramatic change as there are many glaciers below this altitude in the Swiss Alps today,” he 
explained. The Upper Grindelwald glacier, one of Switzerland’s lowest, reaches down 1,600 
metres above sea level. 

Bauder is part of a team of researchers who measure the length of about 100 of the country’s 
glaciers every autumn. According to the measurements over the past ten years, all of them are 
retreating. 

The annual rate of retreat for some glaciers can be quite significant. Located in canton 
Graubünden, Morteratsch is the most massive glacier in the eastern Alps. Although it has been 
shrinking in size for over a century, the annual rate of its retreat has increased substantially in 
recent years. From 1878 to 1998, the annual rate was about 17 metres per year. Since 2005, it has 
about doubled.
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